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MESSAGE  TO  THE  MEMBERS  OF 
GEORGE  WASHINGTON  LODGE,  No.  143,  F.  and  A.  M. 


The  celebration  of  the  150th  Anniversary  of  George 
Washington  Lodge  No.  143,  F.  and  A.  M.,  on  October  15, 
I  966,  should  not  only  be  the  observance  of  a  century  and  a 
half  of  existence  but  the  means  of  creating  a  deeper  inter- 
est in  both  the  history  and  growth  of  the  Lodge  in  particular, 
and  Freemasonry  in  and  about  Chambersburg,  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  general. 

Such  a  celebration  as  this  enables  you  to  look  back  with 
pride  on  the  firm  foundations  laid  by  your  predecessors  and 
should  encourage  you  to  build  with  vigor  and  determination. 

Brother  Robert  E.  Deyoe,  Right  Worshipful  Grand 
Master,  finding  it  impossible  to  be  present  on  this  auspicious 
occasion  due  to  another  Masonic  Lodge  anniversary,  was 
good  enough  to  delegate  me  to  represent  him  and  the  Grand 
Lodge.  It  is  with  great  pleasure,  therefore,  that  I,  on  be- 
half of  your  Grand  Lodge,  extend  to  you  hearty  and  sincere 
congratulations  and  all  good  wishes  for  a  future  which  will 
prove  even  more  successful  than  the  past. 

John  K.  Young 

R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master 
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PAUL  G.  PENSINGER 

District  Deputy  Grand  Master 
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June  12,  1966 
33  E.  Middle  Street 
Gettysburg,  Pa. 

To  the  Members  of 

George  Washington  Lodge  No.  143 

Chambersburg,  Pa. 

Dear  Brethren: 

It  is  a  privilege  to  extend  fraternal  and  personal  greet- 
ings to  this  Lodge  on  its  One  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  Anni- 
versary. 

You  have  had  an  historical  past  and,  I  assume,  you  will 
have  a  continuing  influence  upon  the  future. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  sending  hearty  congratulations 
and  best  wishes. 

Fraternally  and  sincerely, 

Paul  G.  Pensinger 

District  Deputy  Grand  Master 

District  4 
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ROBERT  L.  McNEW 

Worshipful  Master 
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Chambersburg,  Pa 
July  20,  1966 


To  the  Members  of 

George  Washington  Lodge  No.  143 

Chambersburg,  Pa. 

Brethren: 

On  this  One  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of 
George  Washington  Lodge  Number  143,  Free  and  Accept- 
ed Masons,  and  as  brethren  of  this  Ancint  and  Honorable 
Fraternity,  let  us  pause  to  reflect  upon  the  past. 

One  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago  Free  Masons  founded 
our  Lodge  and  through  their  efforts  many  lives  have  been 
enriched  through  the  friendship  and  loyalty  of  brotherhood. 
Many  men  followed  in  their  path  and  have  carried  the  torch 
to  bring  our  Lodge  to  the  enviable  position  it  now  holds. 
This  is  a  challenge  to  us  to  pledge  ourselves  to  the  continued 
practice  of  the  virtues  of  Masonry,  through  which  other  lives 
may  be  enriched. 

It  has  been  a  privilege  to  serve  as  your  Worshipful 
Master  in  this  very  historic  year.  Through  your  efforts  our 
Lodge  will  continue  to  prosper. 

Fraternally  yours, 

Robert  L.  McNew 

Worshipful  Master 
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ROBERT  S.  KYLE  HOWARD  G.  BUTTS 

Senior  Warden  Junior  Warden 
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INCIDENTS  IN  CONNECTION  WITH  LODGE  79,  143 
F.  &  A.  M.  AND  MASONIC  TEMPLE 

CHAMBERSBURG,  PENNSYLVANIA 

DELIVERED  BY  BROTHER  GARNET  GEHR  ON  JUNE  21,  1923 

One  afternoon  a  stranger  debarked  from  a  train  at  a  hustling  town  in  the 
West  and  headed  up  the  street.  Finally  he  met  a  man  who  looked  like  a  native. 
"Pardon  me,"  asked  the  stranger,  "Are  you  a  native  of  this  town?"  "Yes  sir," 
was  the  ready  rejoinder,  "I  have  been  here  something  like  fifty  years.  What  can 
I  do  for  you?"  "I  am  looking  for  a  criminal  lawyer,"  responded  the  stranger. 
"Have  you  one  here?"  "Well,"  said  the  native  reflectively,  "We  think  we  have, 
but  we  can't  get  the  proof  on  him." 

Without  any  reflection  at  all  on  the  wisdom  of  the  Committee,  having  this 
happy  occasion  in  charge,  when  they  so  kindly,  perhaps  inadvertently,  asked 
me  to  respond  to  a  subject  in  the  nature  of  a  historical  address,  I  imagine  thai 
the  good  brethren  took  it  for  granted  that  I  was  qualified  without  the  proof. 
However,  with  all  my  short  comings  and  personal  misgivings  as  to  my  ability  as 
a  historian,  I  assure  you  all  that  any  effort  on  my  part  has  been  a  labor  of  love 
for  to  me  this  dear  old  temple  has  been  a  shrine,  surrounded  by  fond  and  tender 
recollections  that  will  last  through  life  and,  I  trust,  even  after. 

It  was  here  that  I  first  saw  Masonic  light.  It  was  here  that  I  have  heard  the 
lesson  that,  if  followed,  points  the  way  not  only  to  happiness  and  peace  and 
contentment  of  mind,  but  to  good  citizenship  and  fraternal  duty  and  the  sacred- 
ness  of  home.  It  was  here  that  many  years  ago  the  brethren  saw  fit  to  make  me 
their  Worshipful  Master  and  friendships  were  formed  that  have  been  delightful 
and  enduring.  It  was  here  that  my  ancestors  and  kin  knelt  at  the  altar.  It  was 
here  that  so  many  good  and  worthy  brethren,  fine  Masons,  good  men,  now  gone 
from  our  midst,  whose  blessings  and  benedictions  for  the  present  and  pride  in  the 
past  and  fond  hopes  for  the  future  we  can  almost  feel  present  with  us  tonight, 
stood  erect,  as  all  good  Masons  have  done  in  the  past  and  will  do  in  the  future. 
It  is  for  so  many  reasons  such  as  these  that  I  hail  George  Washington  Lodge 
tonight  in  all  her  pristine  youth  and  glory  and  vigor,  and  rejoice  with  all  the 
members  and  the  brethren  from  other  lodges  that  we  can  meet  in  this  temple, 
whose  corner  stone  was  laid  so  many  years  ago. 

It  is  a  matter  of  great  regret  that  we  cannot  have  with  us  Brother  Samuel  S. 
Shryock,  of  Philadelphia,  the  oldest  living  member  of  the  lodge,  and  Brother 
Averett  L.  Langdon,  of  Long  Island,  the  Senior  Past  Master.  Both  Brother  Shryock 
and  Brother  Langdon  in  their  active  days  took  a  deep  and  lively  interest  in  the 
welfare  and  advancement  of  the  Lodge.  I  feel  sure  that  we  all  trust  that  many 
happy  and  contented  years  may  be  added  to  the  long  and  useful  lives  of  both 
of  these  loyal  and  prominent  sons  of  George  Washington  Lodge. 

I  hope  that  some  day  some  brother  with  abundance  of  time  and  patience, 
and  who  has  the  inclination  and  ability  to  write  history,  will  compile  a  com- 
plete history  of  George  Washington  Lodge.    It  will  be  not  only  a  history  of  a 
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lodge,  but  a  history  of  a  community,  a  biography  of  many  distinguished  citizens 
of  this  town  and  a  recital  of  stirring  events,  both  in  peace  and  war,  for  over  a 
century  past;  but,  when  it  is  read  before  the  Lodge,  I  hope  the  Lodge  will  not 
have  any  other  important  business  to  transact  and  that  the  brethren  will  prepare 
the  home  folks  for  a  late  return  to  their  firesides. 

The  roster  of  the  Lodge  reveals  the  names  of  many  who  were  eminent  in 
every  walk  of  life  —  ministers  of  the  gospel,  scholars,  doctors,  soldiers,  states- 
men, business  men  and  lawyers.  Such  names  as  Chambers,  Crawford,  Heyser, 
Ruby,  McClure,  Shryock,  Stoner,  Montgomery,  Lane  and  Stenger,  and  also  many 
others,  are  names  without  which  no  real  history  of  Chambersburg  could  be 
interestingly  written. 

When  you  speak  of  a  man  as  being  a  good  Mason,  you  accord  him  that 
praise  of  respectability  that  is  recognized  even  among  those  who  have  never 
entered  a  Masonic  hall.  There  is  something  in  that  term  that  creates  esteem.  Ot 
course,  every  Mason  should  be  a  good  man  and  a  good  citizen,  but  you  know  and 
I  know  that  the  fraternity  is  large,  that  Freemasonry  is  composed  of  men,  and 
that  men  are  of  the  flesh,  fleshly.  Just  so  it  is  with  the  Church  and  any  other 
organization.  The  only  difference  is,  we  do  not  have  the  sisters  to  keep  in  leash. 
But  there  are  in  every  Masonic  Lodge  those  who,  by  their  works,  are  especially 
active,  especially  worthy,  who  seem  to  impress  one  as  bright  exemplars.  Since 
I  have  been  a  member  of  this  Lodge,  many  brethren  have,  in  my  opinion,  risen 
to  that  excellence,  and,  without  any  invidious  comparisons,  three  brothers,  two 
gone  from  earth,  the  third  we  repoice  we  have  with  us,  have  been  deserving  of 
marked  distinction.  In  season  and  out  of  season  they  were  always  ready  and 
anxious  to  serve  and  to  strive;  they  never  faltered,  never  refused.  I  refer  to 
Brother  Allen  C.  McGrath,  for  over  thirty  years  our  faithful  secretary,  Brother 
B.  Latrobe  Mower,  a  Past  Master  and  once  a  District  Deputy  Grand  Master,  and 
Brother  Past  Master  J.  Brua  Hoyer. 

In  an  old  minute  book  we  find  the  "By-laws  of  Lodge  No.  79,  Ancient  York 
Masons,  to  be  holden  in  Chambersburg."  In  this  book  there  is  recorded  a  charge 
delivered  at  the  institution  of  the  Lodge,  also  an  essay  on  Masonry.  Who  de- 
livered the  charge  or  what  good  Brother  edified  the  Lodge  with  the  essay  does 
not  appear.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  the  charge  and  the  essay  are  replete  with 
sound  Masonic  counsel  and  guidance  and  would  be  of  great  interest  to  the 
brethren  were  I  to  read  them  at  length,  but  I  know  we  have  no  longing  desire  to 
remain  here  all  night,  in  spite  of  the  congenial  surroundings. 

That  meeting  was  held  on  April  5,  1800,  and  the  minutes  tell  us,  "That 
agreeable  to  appointment,  Brother  James  Chambers,  Owen  Aston,  Sr.,  and  Peter 
Whitesides  (being  the  Worshipful  Master,  Senior  Warden  and  Junior  Warden, 
as  per  warrant)  and  Brother  J.  Burns,  from  Lodge  No.  56  and  Brother  William 
Stimmit,  from  Lodge  No.  68,  met  in  due  form.  Brother  General  James  Chambers 
was  installed  as  Worshipful  Master,  Brother  Owen  Aston,  Sr.,  as  Senior  Warden 
and  Brother  Peter  Whitesides  as  Junior  Warden.  Resolved,  that  this  Lodge  meet 
at  the  house  of  Brother  Owen  Aston,  the  first  Tuesday  of  each  month. 

On  July  5,  1805,  without  much  ado  or  ceremony  and  without  the  minutes 
divulging  any  particular  reason,  Old  No.  79  went  into  history  and  ceased  to  exist. 
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As  the  program  for  the  evening  states,  George  Washington  Lodge  was 
warranted  on  January  15,  1816,  and  constituted  April  23,  1816.  From  this  time 
to  1823,  the  Lodge  has  no  established  home  and  met  at  various  places — at  the 
homes  of  the  brethren,  in  the  Court  House,  at  George  Coffey's  Inn  and  various 
hotels — and  that  was  years  before  the  18th  Amendment — in  the  building  now 
occupied  by  S.  A.  Huber  Sons,  Grocery  Store,  on  South  Main  Street,  and  many 
other  places. 

During  the  early  days  the  minutes  record  transactions  which  may  seem  to 
us  rather  amusing,  but  somewhat  serious  to  some  of  the  brethren.  It  seems  that 
in  the  early  days  fines  were  imposed  for  non-attendance  at  meetings,  not  a  bad 
regulation  and  perhaps  one  that  would  increase  the  attendance  today.  On 
several  occasions  it  was  solemnly  resolved  that  charges  against  some  members 
be  published  in  the  newspapers,  but,  on  reconsideration,  the  offending  brethren 
were  spared  that  humiliation.  One  brother  had  objections  filed  against  him 
because  he  charged  too  much  for  meat.  Another  was  expelled  for  owing  a  brother 
$80.00.  This  brother  was  given  ample  opportunity  to  make  payment,  but  doubt- 
less the  brother  valued  his  Masonic  privilege  below  that  sum.  In  1821  appears 
the  first  funeral  notice  and  the  Lodge  invited  one  or  two  uniformed  companies 
to  attend.  On  one  occasion  the  Lodge  purchased  a  great  coat  for  the  Tyler. 
It  may  be  that  the  Tyler  in  those  days  had  duties  with  which  we  are  not  familiar 
today,  or  it  may  be  that  it  was  his  duty  to  round  up  the  brethren  in  inclement 
weather,  thereby  saving  them  the  payment  of  fines.  It  is  said  that  in  the  days 
when  Freemasonry  was  in  somewhat  of  disrepute  in  this  community  that  a  Metho- 
dist minister,  our  next  door  neighbor,  proclaimed  from  the  pulpit  that  the  three 
most  wicked  places  in  the  community  were  Sam  Brandt's  Tavern  on  the  corner 
across  the  street  from  the  church,  another  den  of  iniquity  on  the  opposite  corner, 
and  the  neighboring  Masonic  Temple.  Let  us  hope  that  our  good  Methodist 
neighbor  repented  of  his  error  before  it  was  too  late. 

It  was  on  the  6th  day  of  February,  1823,  A.  L.  5823,  the  Lodge  having  been 
opened  in  ancient  form  and  manner,  that  Andrew  Colhoun,  the  Secretary,  re- 
cords in  the  minutes,  that  it  was  resolved  that  the  reading  of  the  letters  in 
answer  to  the  circular  letters  written  for  the  purpose  of  securing  subscriptions 
toward  building  a  hall  be  omitted.  This  seems  to  indicate  that  the  resolve  to 
build  had  been  decided  upon  by  the  brethren.  Today  some  good  brother 
would,  no  doubt,  move  that  bonds  be  issued  and  sold  for  building  purposes  and 
the  money  would  be  quickly  forthcoming.  That  the  news  of  the  intended  building 
operations  had  gone  to  other  jurisdictions  can  be  gathered  from  the  record  of 
the  same  meeting;  for  we  find  that  Wigmore  Lodge,  No.  79  of  Baltimore, 
Maryland,  subscribed  $20  to  the  building  fund.  As  we  gather  here,  let  us  never 
forget  the  generosity  of  our  Maryland  brethren,  as  I  imagine  that  $20  in  those 
days  meant  much  more  than  a  like  sum  at  the  present  time.  And  to  show  that 
the  brethren  at  that  meeting  so  long  ago,  though  needing  money  for  their  pet 
project,  were  of  the  true  Masonic  mind,  it  was  resolved  further,  that  $10  be 
appropriated  towards  the  relief  of  the  poor  and  indigent  persons  of  the  Borough 
and  that  the  above  sum  be  given  the  Female  Charity  Society  for  distribution, 
proving  by  the  name  of  the  distributee  that  the  good  women  of  the  town  were 
even  then,  as  now,  doing  the  important  work  of  relieving  the  needy  and  dis- 
tressed. 

During  the  late  winter  and  spring  of  1823,  our  ancient  brethren  of  George 
Washington  Lodge  were  a  busy  crowd  with  their  plans  and  work  for  the  building 
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of  the  Temple;  busy  and  earnest  and  determined,  as  all  good  Masons  should  be, 
with  such  a  worthy  and  all  important  project  on  hand.  Meetings  were  held 
weekly,  sometimes  daily,  to  discuss  and  plan  and  scheme  and  appoint  committees 
on  raising  funds,  on  selection  of  a  site,  spelled  "scite"  in  the  record,  or  style, 
I  suppose,  and  make  preparations  for  a  great  imposing  parade  on  the  occasion 
of  the  laying  of  the  corner  stone,  and,  I  wager  that  there  were  many  economies 
practiced  in  order  that  the  necessary  funds  be  raised  and,  no  doubt  even  then 
some  of  the  brethren,  as  we  are  prone  to  do  today,  were  longing  and  almost 
praying  for  clear  skies  and  fine  weather,  thus  proving  that  after  all  time  does  not 
change  human  nature  so  much,  and  if  time  does  not,  it  might  occur  to  some  of 
us  that  Legislation  cannot. 

After  much  preliminary  hard  work,  discussion,  no  doubt  difference  of  opinion, 
I  suppose  some  argument,  in  which  I  feel  sure  no  estrangement  or  ill  feeling  were 
engendered  which  would  never  do  in  Masonic  gatherings,  decided  progress  was 
made.  A  committee  composed  of  Brothers  Harry,  Fahnestock,  Stevenson,  Col- 
houn and  Walker  was  appointed  to  raise  funds  for  the  erection  of  a  Masonic 
Hall,  and,  at  a  subsequent  meeting  Brother  Harry,  Fahnestock,  and  Colhoun 
were  named  as  a  committee  to  make  the  necessary  inquiries  relative  to  a  suitable 
site  for  the  building.  The  fact  that  the  names  of  these  brethren  are  mentioned 
so  often  in  connection  with  the  building  of  the  temple  leads  us  to  believe  that 
they  were  important  and  active  workers  and  counselors  in  the  Lodge. 

On  the  evening  of  Thursday,  April  3,  1823,  the  Committee  on  a  site,  having 
given  the  matter  great  care  and  attention,  I  quote  from  the  minutes,  "The  Lodge 
took  into  consideration  where  the  scite  of  the  new  Masonic  Hall  should  be  fixed 
and  the  question  being  put,  it  was  carried  that  the  lot  owned  by  Dr.  John  Sloan, 
adjoining  the  M.  E.  Church,  is  the  most  proper  lot  for  erecting  the  intended  hall 
on."  Time  has  justified  the  wisdom  of  that  Committee.  It  was  the  site  where 
we  assemble  tonight.  That  it  was  a  wise  selection,  no  one  can  doubt;  that  the 
Lodge  has  displayed  sound  judgment  in  retaining  this  site,  and  that  for  our 
purposes  it  cannot  be  equaled  in  this  community,  and  that  it  will  remain  a  Masonic 
land-mark  for  generations  to  come  is  the  hope  and  prayer  of  all  of  us.  For  ali 
these  long  years  this  lot  of  ground  has  been  dedicated  to  the  high  purposes  of 
the  layers  of  the  corner  stone. 

To  purchase  said  lot  and  to  determine  on  the  plan  of  the  building  and 
receive  proposals,  a  committee  of  the  officers  of  the  Lodge  and  Brother  John 
Shryock  were  named.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Lodge  on  the  15th  day  of  May,  1823, 
proposals  for  the  erection  of  a  hall  were  offered.  Brother  Silas  Harry,  having 
offered  to  build  and  finish  the  hall  for  the  sum  of  $2500,  his  offer  was  accepted 
and  it  was  then  resolved,  "That  there  be  a  procession  on  the  24th  of  June,  being 
St.  John's  Day,  for  the  purpose  of  laying  the  corner  stone  of  the  Masonic  Hall 
and  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  make  arrangements  for  the  intended 
procession.  This  committee  was  composed  of  G.  K.  Harper,  W.M.,  John  Steven- 
son, S.W.,  H.  Greenfield,  J.W.,  Andrew  Colhoun,  Secretary,  and  Brothers  A. 
Lindsay,  Walker,  Shryock,  Brobst  and  John  Armstrong. 

On  June  12,  it  was  resolved,  "That  a  brother  be  sent  on  to  Philadelphia  for 
the  purpose  of  securing  a  banner  belonging  to  the  Grand  Lodge  in  case  the 
same  should  not  arrive  before  Sunday  next."    We  trust  that  the  banner  arrived 
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before  Sunday  next,  in  time  "for  the  procession,  and  was  returned  in  good  condi- 
tion, reasonable  wear  and  tear  excepted. 

On  Tuesday,  June  24,  1823,  the  day  the  corner  stone  was  placed  in  position, 
the  Lodge  met  in  special  meeting,  but  no  mention  is  made  in  the  minutes  of  that 
day's  proceedings  in  connection  with  the  laying  of  the  corner  stone.  The 
minutes  disclose  that  a  number  of  visiting  brethren  from  other  jurisdictions  were 
present  and  also  that  Brother  Murray,  having  satisfied  the  Lodge  that  he  was 
Grand  Lecturer,  proceeded  to  deliver  a  lecture  on  Masonry.  However,  the  Lodge 
met  again  the  next  morning  at  nine  o'clock  and  from  the  minutes  we  find  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  was  passed,  "Resolved,  that  the  thanks  of  this  Lodge  be  present- 
ed to  Brother  T.  Hartley  Crawford  for  the  appropriate  address  delivered  by  him 
yesterday  and  that  a  copy  be  procured  from  him  for  publication,  that  the  thanks 
of  this  Lodge  be  given  to  the  ladies  who  composed  the  choir  and  our  fellow 
citizens,  Samuel  Blood  for  conducting  the  same,  to  the  gentlemen  composing  the 
musical  band,  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rahauser  and  his  vestry  for  the  use  of  the  Church, 
to  the  Reverend  Gentlemen  who  performed  the  religious  exercises  of  the  day, 
to  Capts,  McClintic,  Campbell  and  Boggs  and  the  members  composing  their 
respective  companies  individually,  to  the  civil  authorities  and  representatives 
who  joined  the  procession  and  to  the  spectators  for  their  decorous  conduct  dur- 
ing the  ceremony."  From  this  resolution  we  can  infer  that  the  event  passed  off 
happily  and  solemnly,  as  all  such  Masonic  functions  should,  that  the  day  was  fine 
and  propitious,  the  parade  made  up  of  civic  and  military  organizations,  accom- 
panied by  vocal  and  instrumental  music  and  the  eloquence  of  the  orator  and 
prayers  of  the  clergy.  The  next  evening  the  Lodge  met  and  resolved,  "That  the 
sum  of  $40  be  presented  by  the  Lodge  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Vinton,  as  a  small  evidence 
of  the  satisfaction  that  was  produced  by  his  manner  of  conducting  the  public 
exercises  of  yesterday,  kindly  undertaken  by  him  at  the  request  of  the  committee 
of  arrangements.  The  Grand  Lecturer  again  delivered  a  lecture  and  the  Lodge 
closed  in  harmony." 

On  December  3,  1830,  the  Lodge  held  a  meeting  at  which  it  was  decided 
that  the  Lodge  be  dissolved  and  cease  to  exist,  for  the  present  at  least.  It  is 
said  that  one  cause  was  the  great  Anti-Masonic  Crusade,  which  was  led  by  the 
ignorant  and  fanatical  as  other  crusades  have  been  led  before,  are  being  led 
today  and  may  be  led  in  the  future. 

On  the  20th  of  August,  1845,  the  Lodge  being  reconstituted,  held  its  first 
meeting  and  District  Deputy  Grand  Master,  G.  M.  Park,  installed  these  officers: 
William  Heyser,  Worshipful  Master,  Samuel  Seibert,  Sr.  Warden,  John  Wunder- 
lich,  Jr.  Warden,  P.  W.  Seibert,  Sr.  Deacon,  and  Henry  Ruby,  Secretary. 

It  is  Masonic  history  that  when  the  town  was  destroyed  by  confederate 
cavalrymen  under  Johnson  and  McCausland,  on  July  30,  1864,  the  building 
and  its  neighbors  were  saved  from  destruction  through  the  interposition  of  a 
brother  holding  a  high  command  among  the  invaders. 

For  a  number  of  years  the  "Reformed  Messenger,"  a  religious  paper,  was 
published  in  the  basement  of  the  Hall.  From  1852  to  1864  the  "Franklin  Re- 
pository" was  printed  by  the  Messenger  on  account  of  up-to-date  presses  having 
been  installed  by  the  Messenger.  When  the  rebel  cavalry  visited  the  building, 
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although  they  spared  the  Temple,  they  destroyed  the  plant  of  the  Messenger  on 
the  first  floor.  It  was  this  that  caused  the  Messenger  owners  to  move  to  Phila- 
delphia and  that  paper  lost  to  Chambersburg. 

The  corner  stone  was  not  disturbed  until  1897.  At  that  time  it  was  found 
that  the  building  was  too  small  for  the  growing  Lodge.  A  committee  of  seven 
was  appointed  to  procure  plans  for  a  twenty-five  foot  extension  to  the  building 
and  make  other  necessary  repairs.  During  the  early  Fall  of  1897,  while  the  repairs 
were  in  progress,  the  Lodge  met  in  the  Knights  of  Pythias  Lodge  Room.  The  con- 
tents of  the  old  corner  stone  were  removed  and  were  found  to  be  in  somewhat 
dilapidated  condition,  the  glass  receptacle  in  which  they  were  enclosed  had 
broken  and  the  weather  had  done  its  worst.  They  were  replaced  in  a  copper 
case  together  with  the  following  some  articles  and  up-to-date  memoranda. 

I  am  informed  that  while  the  members  of  the  committee  were  removing  the 
contents  of  the  old  corner  stone  and  replacing  them  together  with  the  new 
articles  and  memoranda,  that  an  aged  lady,  Mrs.  Lizzie  Keagey,  with  whose 
works  of  sweet  charity  and  Christian  character  some  of  us  older  members  are 
familiar,  was  passing,  and  being  attracted  by  the  work  inquired  what  was  being 
done.  When  told,  she  informed  the  brethren  that  she  well  remembered  that  on 
the  day  the  old  corner  stone  was  laid  she  was  one  of  the  girls  wearing  white 
dresses  and  blue  sashes  who  marched  in  the  parade  on  June  24,  1823,  from  the 
Court  House  to  the  Church  and  then  to  the  site  of  the  Temple. 

Time  and  tide  wait  for  no  man,  and  time  and  tide  wear  away  and  destroy. 
And  so  time  has  taken  from  our  midst  the  ones  who  struggled  in  the  earlier  days 
to  make  place  for  those  in  whose  hands  the  sacred  trust  of  preserving  and  in- 
creasing has  devolved.  Those  early  Masons  builded  far  better  than  they  knew. 
If  they  could  see  the  fruit  of  their  planting,  how  the  seed  has  developed  into 
full  bloom,  how  the  Lodge  has  increased  and  multiplied  in  strength  and  numbers 
and,  I  trust,  in  true  Masonic  spirit,  how  proud  they  would  be  that  their  efforts 
have  not  been  neglected,  but,  handed  down  from  generation  to  generation, 
from  family  to  family,  yes,  from  father  to  son,  it  has  flourished  and  grown  stronger 
as  the  years  go  by. 

With  the  flight  of  years,  faces  change,  customs  alter,  communities  spring 
up  and  grow  into  dwelling  places  for  vast  population.  Governments  and  dynasties 
and  ruling  families  are  as  chaff  before  the  wind,  science  seems  to  revolutionize 
our  very  existence;  but  the  pure,  immutable  principles  of  Freemasonry  are  the 
same  yesterday  and  today  and,  if  followed,  will  be  forever;  for  those  principles, 
supported  by  precept  and  example,  all  appeal  to  what  men  know  and  can  feel 
is  best  in  life. 

May  that  corner  stone,  placed  in  position  on  that  St.  John's  Day  in  June 
1823,  never  crumble  and  never  support  a  Lodge  unworthy  of  the  pure  intentions 
and  aspirations  of  the  brethren  who  prayed  to  the  Almighty  for  divine  support 
and  guidance  on  that  day. 

So  George  Washington  Lodge  stands  before  you  tonight,  pardonably  proud 
of  its  ancestors  and  antecedents,  in  the  full  bloom  of  honorable  old  age,  tinged 
with  all  the  eagerness  of  youth,  taking  a  new  inspiration  from  the  glories  that  are 
gone  but  that  live  in  undying  memory.,  and  ready  and  confident,  with  God's  help, 
for  the  future. 
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GEORGE  WASHINGTON  LODGE  No.  143,  F.  &  A.  M. 

PAST  MASTERS 


ORGANIZED  APRIL  23,  1816 
'James  Wilson,  Organization  to  .  1823 


*George  K.  Harper    1823 

*T.  H.  Crawford    1824-1826 

'Samuel  Fahnestock    1827 

'William  Heyser    1828-1831 

REORGANIZED  AUGUST  20,  1845 
'William  Heyser, 

Reorganization  to  1855 

'Wilson  Reilly    1855 

*George  W.  Brewer   1856 

'John  Lambert,  M.D   1857 

*H.  S.  Stoner    1858-1861 

*C.  H.  Taylor    1862-1864 

*John  Montgomery   1865-1867 

*D.  H.  Seibert   1868 

*Jacob  Shafer    1869 

*H.  S.  Stoner    1870-1871 

'George  W.  Welch   1872 

*D.  A.  Wertz    1873 

*C.  H.  Taylor    1874 

*T.   J.   Grimison   1875 

*D.  A.  Wertz    1876 

*A.  L.  Langdon   1877 

*H.  Gehr    1878 

*D.  M.  Eiker    1879 

'John  M.  Gilmore    1880-1882 

'Jacob   Rinick    1883 

*Dr.  John  Montgomery   ........  1884 

*George  Bietsch    1885-1886 

*B.   Latrobe   Maurer    1887-1889 

'James  H.  Aughinbaugh   1890 

'Edmund  J.  Heart    1891 

'Napoleon  B.  Heefner   1892 

*J.  B.  Hoyer    1893 

'Elmer  E.  Martin    1894 

*D.  Maurice  Wertz    1895 

'Jacob  A.  Strite    1896 

'Harry  G.  Wolf    1897 

'Garnet   Gehr    1898 

'W.  Rush  Gillan    1899 

'James  J.  Pollard   1900 

*Charles  O.  Wood    1901 

'John  F.  Kirby    1902 

'Arthur  W.  Gillan    1903 

*W.  Bronson  Orr    1904 

'Harry  E.  Derbyshire    1905 

'William  H.  Fisher    1906 

'Harry  W.  Skinner    1907 

'Charles    M.    Scheible    1908 

'Arthur  G.  Houser    1909 

*W.  Ralph  Appenzellar    1910 

'Emory  C.  Oyler    191  I 


Deceased 
t  No  longer  a  member. 


'Henry  M.  Frederick    1912 

'Horace  G.  Kilmer    1913 

'William  C.  Bambrick   1914 

*F.  Lester  Marshall    1915 

'Clarence  W.  Musser    1916 

W.  Britton  Kell    1917 

*J.  Norman  Spong    1918 

'Albert  M.  Rowland    1919 

'Blaine   H.   Miller    1920 

'Guy  R.  Washinger    1921 

'Edward  L.  Bowers    1922 

'Edwin  D.  Strite    1923 

'Emery  D.  Small    1924 

'Andrew  S.  Stover    1925 

'Luther  Diehl    1926 

Paul   N.  Geyer    1927 

'James  H.  Black,  Jr   1928 

'Harry  E.  Bream      1929 

fHarvey  S.  Ebersole   1930 

*J.  Harvey  Martin    1931 

Frank  B.  Leidig    1932 

'Reuben  H.  Horst    1933 

Bruce  M.  Small    1934 

Paul   Statler    1935 

George  G.  Gonder    1936 

W.  Edward  Black    1937 

James  A.  Strite    1938 

F.  Martin  Leininger    1939 

Max  F.  Gardner    1940 

'Charles  P.  Kirby    1941 

J.  Norman  Statler    1942 

Joseph  J.  Mowery    1943 

Harry   D.   Harvie    1944 

Solomon  C.  Hoover    1945 

T.  Nevin  Atherton    1946 

Herbert  L.  Brown    1947 

Raymond  A.  Klock   1948 

J.  Stewart  Glen,  Jr   1949 

'George  A.  Shearer   1950 

Horace  M.  Grayson    1951 

'Ray   L.   Patterson    1952 

Burgess  M.  Barr    1953 

Harry  L.  Oyler    1954 

Robert  W.  Fahnestock    1955 

Lee  E.  Grove    1956 

Ralph  H.  Smith    1957 

A.  Clinton  Ganster    1958 

f Walter  T.  White    1959 

Carl  R.  Flohr    I960 

Richard  C.  Rotz    1961 

George  M.  Keim    1962 

Robert  K.  Gonder    1963 

Thomas  G.  Burkey    1964 

Dale  L.  Brindle    1965 
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LIVING  PAST  MASTERS 
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JAMES  A.  STRITE 

1938 


F.  MARTIN  LEIN'NGER 

1939 


JOSEPH  J.  MOWERY 

1943 


HARRY  D.  HARVEY 

1944 


t 

HERBERT  L  BROWN 

1947 


RAYMOND  A.  KLOCK 

1948 


30 


MEMBERSHIP  ROSTER 
GEORGE  WASHINGTON  LODGE  No.  143,  F.  &  A.  M, 

AT  I  AUGUST  1966 


A 

Acker,  Glen  O. 
Adinger,  Fred  B. 
Alexander,  James  Prank 
Ambrose,  George  H. 
Anderson,  George  E. 
Andrews,  L.  Richard 
Angle,  John  B. 
Angle,  Roy  FM  Jr. 
Anthony,  George  W. 
Anthony,  Ronald  W. 
Arbaugh,  Charles  H. 
Arbaugh,  Franklin  D. 
Argenbright,  Harold  N. 
Armstrong,  A.  Smith,  Jr. 
Arnold,  Harold  L. 
Ashway,  Elmer  B. 
Atherton,  John  H. 
Atherton,  Thomas  Nevin 
Aughinbaugh,  Paul  K. 
Auker,  George  H. 
Ault,  John  F. 
Ausherman,  Jay  A. 
Austin,  Rowland 


B 

Baker,  Harold  G. 
Baker,  Lloyd  Russell 
Baker,  Verne  R. 
Bailey,  Edwin  W. 
Barbour,  Robert  R. 
Barbour,  James  Murray 
Bard,  Harold,  Jr. 
Bard,  Joseph  Bert 
Bare,  Frank  Cortez 
Barnes,  David  E. 
Barklow,  William  C. 
Barklow,  William  E. 
Barr,  Burgess  M. 
Bartle  Kenneth  Wilbur 
Bass,  Charles  E.,  Jr. 
Baughman,  Charles  F. 
Baughman,  Clarence  D. 
Baughman,  T.  Richard 
Beeler,  Charles  L. 
Baumgardner,  John  B. 
Beam,  Harold  Emory 
Beaver,  Samue  C. 
Beard,  Robert  J. 
Beardslee,  Herbert  C. 
Beardslee,  Paul  W. 
Beattie,  Ralph  Albert 


Beers,  Harvey  C. 
Bender,  Frank  H. 
Bender,  Lloyd  F. 
Benedick,  Harold  M. 
Best,  John  A. 
Bietsch,  James  George 
Bietsch,  John  Peiffer 
Biecker,  George  R.,  Jr. 
Biggis,  William  M. 
Bikle,  Ferdinand  Charles 
Bitner,  Charles  L. 
Bittinger,  Leon  L.,  Jr. 
Bittle,  Russell  B. 
Black,  Donald  LeRoy 
Black,  William  Edward 
Bock,  John  R. 
Boss,  Frederick  E. 
Bowers,  Harry  Huber 
Bowers,  Robert  Oren 
Boyer,  B.  F.,  Jr. 
Brabson,  J.  Zell 
Brady,  Robert  P. 
Brake,  Jacob  Luther 
Brand,  Samuel  W. 
Brand,  Terrance  Ray 
Brandt,  David  D. 
Brehm,  Philip  W. 
Bricker,  Norman  R. 
Brightbill,  Thomas  N. 
Brindle,  Dale  L. 
Brindle,  George  Richard 
Brindle,  Glen  Elwood 
Brindle,  Theodore  W. 
Broadwater,  Russell  S. 
Brown,  Herbert  Lutz 
Burdette,  Ralph  E. 
Burhman,  Harold  L. 
Burkett,  Clifford  W. 
Burkey,  Thomas  G. 
Butts,  Howard  G.,  Sr. 
Byers,  Jay  D. 
Byers,  Paul  M. 
Byers,  Rowe  Bruce 
Byers,  Wayne  W. 


C 

Caldwell,  Edgar  W. 
Campbell,  Clarence  M. 
Campbell,  Clyde  H. 
Carvel  I,  W.  Wilson 
Caistleman,  Dr.  Harold  L. 
Chaney,  Irving  D.,  Ill 
Clemence,  Vernon  R. 


Clevenger,  Mark  E. 
Coble,  Frank  E. 
Coccagna,  Gabriel  J. 
Cole,  George  6.,  Jr. 
Conner,   Eddie  N. 
Cook,  Warren  D. 
Cook,  Wilbur  C. 
Cordell,  Stanley  A. 
Covalt,  Robert  H. 
Craig,  Donald  C. 
Cramer,  Paul  E. 
Cramer,  Robert  F. 
Crawford,  Clyde,  Jr. 
Crider,  Paul  Mower 
Criswell,  Harry  C. 
Critchfield,  Harold  S. 
Crouse,  Harold  U. 
Crouse,   Robert  W. 
Culbertson,  Donald  P. 
Curry,  Eugene  R. 
Custer,  Raymond  E. 
Cutshall,  Chalmer  H. 


D 

Dando,  Clyde  T. 
Danfelt,  Charles  L. 
Daniels,  Henry  W. 
Daugherty,  John  A. 
Davis,  William  B. 
Davison,   Charles  H. 
Davison,  Watson  R.,  Jr. 
Deardorff,  George  E. 
Deardorff,  Richard  L. 
Deardorff,   William  H. 
Derbyshire,  George  H. 
Dessem,  Charles  E. 
Detrich,  George  E. 
Devor,  John  L. 
Dick,  Hollis  E. 
Dickson,  Dr.  James  A. 
Diehl,  Thomas  E. 
Diehl,  Thomas  N. 
Diehl,  W.  Donald 
Diehl,  W.  Gale 
Dittmann,  Paul 
Dittmar,  Stuart  W. 
Diven,  H.  Glen 
Doughten,  Charles  H. 
Dovey,  William  C. 
Doyle,  Charles  W. 
Drawbaugh,  Lewis  H.,  Jr. 
Drawbaugh,  Robert  W. 
Dymond,  John  B, 
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E 

Eberly,  Harry  Bell 
Eberly,  Joseph  Detwiler 
Eberly,  Seibert  Durboraw 
Edmondson,  Gayland  L. 
Edwards,  Dwight  Moody 
Edwards,  D.  Gerald 
Ehrhart,  Orrin  W. 
Eighelberger,  Eugene  C. 
Elder,  Henry  C,  Jr. 
Emmons,  John  H. 
Eshelman,   Raymond  C. 
Eslinger,  Robert  F. 
Etter,  John  E. 
Etter,  Paul  J. 
Etter,  William  M.  L 
Eyer,  Norman  C. 


F 

Fague,  Charles  P. 
Fahnestock,  James  E. 
Fahnestock,  Robert  W. 
Fahnestock,  Theodore  F. 
Fargus,  Kenneth  R. 
Faust,  Chester  C. 
Feagans,  R.  Eugene 
Feagans,  Renner  W. 
Feldman,  Ralph  McKee 
Fero,  Leroy  David 
Fickes,  Joseph  E. 
Fickes,  Tarrie  J. 
Filer,  Robert  W. 
Finniff,  Charles  E. 
Fisher,  Jack  E. 
Fisher,  Paul  N. 
Fisher,  Raymond  L 
Fix,  Harry  N. 
Flack,  Bert  William 
Flack,  Harry  William 
Flohr,  Carl  R. 
Flory,  Donald  L. 
Flurie,  Allen  R. 
Fogelsonger,  E.  Percy 
Foltz,  Mark  E. 
Forbes,  William  F. 
Fox,  Harry  George 
Fox,  Melvin  E. 
Frank,  David  S. 
Franklin,  Harry  George 
Frantz,  Alfred  S. 
Freet,  John  F. 
Frey,  C.  Elwood 
Frey,  Howard  Cecil 
Frey,  Marshall  R. 
Frey,  Merle  A. 
Freshman,  Mervin  H. 
Fries,  George  W. 
Fritz,  Charles  H. 
Fritz,  Wayne  E. 
Funk,  Henry  F. 
Funk,  John  M. 
Furl,  Floyd  B. 


G 

Gabler,  Bruce  H. 
Gabler,  Garnet  G. 
Gabler,  Harold  C. 
Gabler,  Harold  C,  Jr. 
Gabler,  J.  Kenneth 
Gabler,  Robert  Emory 
Gabler,  Robert  H. 
Galloway,  G.  William 
Gamble,  Paul  Marion 
Ganster,  A.  Cinton 
Gardner,  Maxwell  Fry 
Garlock,  Marl  Harold 
Garlock,  Robert  L 
Gayman,  Ira  C. 
Gearhart,  Maurice  Eli 
Gelbert,  Charles  Magnus 
Gelsinger,  Howard  D. 
Gelwicks,  Paul  S. 
Gelwicks,  Tom  D. 
Gemmill,  Melvin  H. 
George,  Grove  L. 
Geyer,  Donald  H. 

Geyer,  Paul  Nelson 

Gift,  John  Edward 

Gift,  Melvin  R. 

Gift,  William  G. 

Gilbert,  Harvey  Nicholas 

Gillan,  Garnet  Garfield 

Gillan,  James  Clark 

Gillan,  Robert  J.,  Jr. 

Gillan,   Robert  Johnston 

Gillan,  William  J. 

Gindlesperger,  P.  T. 

Gish,  Frederich  L. 

Glen,  Donald  J. 

Glen,  J.  Stewart,  Jr. 

Gonder,  George  Gephart,  Sr. 

Gonder,  George  G.,  Jr. 

Gonder,  Robert  K. 

Goodrich,  Charles  E. 

Goodyear,  Benjamin  T. 

Gordan,  William  McKinley 

Graeff,  G.  David 

Graham,  John  Stewart 

Grayson,  Horace  M. 

Greenewalt,  Frank  Lindsay 

Greenawalt,  Maurice  D. 

Griffith,  A.  Roy 

Grove,  John  C. 

Grove,  Lee  Eby 

Grove,  Samuel  E. 

Grove,  William  R. 

Gsell,  Herbert  R. 


H 

Hafer,  Edward  R. 
Hanks,  Clarence  H. 
Happel,  Roy  E. 
Harmony,  Earl  Lester 
Harmony,  James  W. 
Harris,  Ernest  C. 


Harrison,  Harold  A. 
Harrison,  Robert  S.,  Jr. 
Harrison,  Samuel  C,  Jr. 
Harsh,  George  Warner 
Hartley,  Eugene  R. 
Harvie,  Harry  Donald 
Hawbaker,  Bernard  A. 
Hays,  Richard  H. 
Heberlig,  Robert  C. 
Heckler,  Maurice 
Heckman,  Charles  E. 
Heckman,  Paul  S. 
Heckman,  Raymond  E. 
Hege,  Paul  G. 
Hege,  Richard  K. 
Heil,  William  J. 
Heindel,  Gene  W. 
Henneberger,  Albert  Samuel 
Henninger,  Clay  Forster 
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